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Vive le commandant Esterhazy ! Just two days later,
on January 13, at the moment when Picquart was
flung into prison on a charge of conveying military
information to a civilian, Zola published in the
newspaper Aurore a letter to the President of France
which has become immortal, from its opening
words, under the title of J* accuse. It was a fearful
indictment of those concerned in the prosecution
of Dreyfus ; with the intention of provoking a
libel suit which would drag the affair into the sun,
it stigmatized by name Lieutenant-Colonel du
Paty de Clam and Generals Gonse, Boisdeffre and
Mercier, But not even Zola's intuition as a novelist
divined the presence of that baleful puppeteer,
Colonel Henry, who from the darkness of his
cavern manipulated every wire. The sensation was
enormous. Copies of Aurore were snatched literally
from the press ; 300,000 copies were bought.
General Mercier resigned, and was succeeded as
Minister of War by Godefroy Cavaignac, son of the
dictator of 1848. An epidemic of broils ensued ;
one of the most vehement was waged within the
Socialist Party* Jaures and Herr counselled the
magnanimous principle that no injustice could He
outside the province of Socialist conscience* But a
majority for which Millerand and Viviani gave
tongue demurred that Zola was middle-class, and
that Dreyfus was not only a bourgeois but a rich one,
and a militarist to boot. At a meeting of the central
committee Jules Guesde,1 as if suffocated by this

1 At this moment Jules-Mathieu-Basile Guesde (1845-1932)
was Deputy for Lille and Jaures' most formidable competitor
for the Socialist leadership of France, Guesde was an apostle
of revolutionary violence*